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The May 21 and 22nd Board of Governors meeting was at the USPC National Office in 

Lexington, KY.   

 

 

 

Upcoming National Events 

Championships East 2016 will be Wednesday, July 27th- Sunday, July 31st in Mill Spring, NC at the  

Tryon International Equestrian Center. 

Eventing Championships Central 2016 will be Friday, August 5th – Sunday, August 7th in Iowa  

City, IA in conjunction with Catalpa Corner Horse Trials.   

Championships Central 2016 will be Sunday, August 7th – Thursday, August 11th in Cedar Rapids,  

IA at the Iowa Equestrian Center. 

2017 Equine Symposium and Convention hosted by USPC, January 25-59, 2017 at Westin Los Angeles 

Airport Hotel Los Angeles, CA 

 

Board Committee Highlights 

Technology: The new website rollout is complete and available at www.ponyclub.org.  The Club, 

Center and Region website template has been finalized and USEF is working on their creation. 

 

Finance: The centralized financial reporting system for Clubs and Regions is moving along and will 

start the testing phase this month. This online tool will allow Clubs and Regions to utilize a financial 

reporting system tailored to the need of our Clubs and Regions.    

 

The Finance Committee continues to work on a Pony Club Treasurer’s Handbook which should be 

ready for distribution with the centralized financial reporting system.  

 

Safety: A number of Reebok Checklights will be distributed during Championships East and Central.  

The Safety Committee is working on creating a webinar for volunteers and members.  A new concussion 

assessment tool has been created and is on the safety page of the website.  

 

Governance: The Committee has been focused on its next phase of By-Law review.  In 2016 the 

committee will be reviewing all National Policies and developing a policy for membership. 

 

Strategic Planning: Many Board members and staff participated in a strategic planning session exercise 

on Friday, May 20th.  The focus was finalizing short and long term goals to complete the five-year plan.  

 

Development: Donations have increased over the past couple years, however, a trend shows that more 

funds are being earmarked for designated projects instead of the general fund. The Penrose Educational 

Fund, which was approved in January, has been established and a plan is in place to raise additional 

dollars.  

 

The “I Support” Campaign began at Annual Meeting in January and has continued through the year. 

Pony Club co-hosted a hospitality tent at the Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event with United States 

Eventing Association. 
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The Development Committee is looking into ways to expand fundraising messaging and campaigns in 

2017 as well as exploring some new potential corporate sponsorships.  We are on track for renewing all 

of our current sponsors: Triple Crown, Shapley’s, Merck and Dover Saddlery.  

 

Marketing & Communications: The promotional video project is moving along with proposals and 

hiring a firm.  Footage will be shot during Championships East.  There has been a lot of requests for 

logo files by Clubs and Centers, a reminder that requests should be sent by email only to 

marketing@ponyclub.org.  

 

Promotional efforts were in full swing this spring with USPC having a presence at Interscholastic 

Equestrian Association (IEA), Sponsor Row at Rolex Kentucky Three–Day Event in April and the 

International Omaha Horse Show in May.  The traveling educational display was upgraded with an 

electronic element which includes ipads for online quizzes and information.  The display was well 

received at the International Omaha Horse Show where over 2,200 community school children visited. 

In 2017 Omaha International will be hosting the FEI World Cup Finals and UPSC will have a larger 

educational role including running the educational demonstration ring.   

 

Currently the staff is working on updating material available for Clubs and Centers to use as table 

displays for various local promotional events.  

 

Report of VP of Activities 

The Tetrathlon International Exchange teams are working on fundraising for their exchange trip to 

Ireland July 20-August 2, 2016.   

 

Boys Team: 

Colin Gaffney, Bath Pony Club in the Tri-State Region 

Girls Team 1:  

Johanna Diedricks, Poway Valley Pony Club in the Southern California Region 

Jessica Flores, Woodside Pony Club in the Middle California Region 

Fiona McGahren, Amwell Valley Hounds Pony Club in the New Jersey Region 

Elizabeth Robinett, Cornhuskers Pony Club in the Midwest Region  

Corrine Rybarski, Spring Valley Pony Club in the New Jersey Region 

Girls Team 2:  

Lexi Denning, Mad River Pony Club in the New York/Upper Connecticut Region 

Sam Denning, Mad River Pony Club in the New York/Upper Connecticut Region 

Jessica Pieracci, Golden Hills Pony Club in the Middle California Region  

Emily Rust, Bath Pony Club in the Tri-State Region 

Madison Syclik, Delaware Pony Club in the Midwest Region  

 

Coach: Robin Wherry, Carolina Region 

Chaperone: Nicole Fisher, Middle California Region  
 

Start Box entry and scoring system for Eventing rallies is available to all Regions and has received good 

response so far. It is available to all with a fee based on entries.  
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There has been a good response and progress in replacing the Games trailer and equipment. A trailer and 

numerous Games equipment items have been donated.   

 

Report of VP of Instruction 

The Mini National Examiners Seminar held in April was successful and illustrates the need to have 

education in person.  National Testing numbers are up.  There will be a D Camp at Championships East 

this year.  

 

The revisions for the 2016 Standards of Profiency have been completed and published. In March, 

Brenda Yike presented a webinar outlining the updates to the 2016 Horse Management Handbook.  

 

The Pony Club IQ website, provided by TheHorse.com, is now available to members as an educational 

tool with a variety of articles and information about equine care.  

 

Report of VP of Regional Administration 

The Leadership Education and Support Committees continues to gather input from the leaders through 

surveys on their needs and expectations to ensure the leaders are getting the information they need for 

their roles.  The use of face to face Educational Outreach proves to be a valuable tool in training and was 

reiterated during a presentation at the Annual Meeting in February, 2016.  

 

The Document Review Committee is focused on reviewing the DC-CA Guide material.  

 

Another Plus One Membership Challenge winner will be highlighted in the upcoming Pony Club News 

Magazine.  Material for Phase 2 of the Plus One Challenge, member retention, should be ready in the 

fall of 2016.  

 

Horsemasters and Riding Centers continue to be a growing membership base; however, there was 

discussion on how to grow the membership base as a whole.   

 

Development of new professional membership options for a wider market was approved.  Continued 

research will take place and an implementation plan will be subsequently presented.  

 

National Youth Board 

Several NYB members attended Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event to promote the Pin Promise and 

#PonyClubProud.   

 

There has been a recent push after the January meeting to present information about Upper Level 

Opportunities as well as getting to know the NYB members through the blog. There is a new committee 

focusing on engagement of Upper Level/18-25 member engagement and retention.   

 

Service projects continue to be a part of the NYB work and members are looking at ways to extend the 

project throughout the year.  
 


